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 Part A – Resource Plan
I. Background and Information:
1. Explain the business need for the proposed action.  Indicate potential cost savings to industry where possible.
	API members are investing in geothermal technologies and leveraging their oil and gas drilling and operations expertise to drill increasingly complex geothermal wells. As the complexity and diversity of geothermal projects grows, there is an increasing demand for standardization to safely and efficiently scale the industry. Geothermal stakeholders currently utilize API standards, but the standards lack sufficient guidance for geothermal wells due to differing pressures, temperatures, risks, and other variables that are not typically associated with oil and gas wells. 

Members of the CLCS geothermal roster request approval to initiate development of a document that can address the technical gaps in API standards applicable to geothermal wells that were identified by API members and geothermal experts. This document will provide expert knowledge on geothermal well control operations, incorporate lessons learned, and may include guidance for geothermal well design, construction, and operation to support the long-term safety and reliability of geothermal wells. Given its leadership in energy standardization and because geothermal technology is based on oil and gas knowledge and expertise, API is uniquely positioned to support the safe and sustainable scaling of geothermal projects. 

API also proposes a CLCS Geothermal Task Group is established to manage this project, and if the document requires formation of a formal consensus body, a geothermal voting group will be established in accordance with API’s Procedures for Standards Development. API staff will ensure there is ample, publicized notice of, and opportunity to join, the consensus body, if establishment of one is required. 




2. What is the scope of the standard?
	This document will provide technical information and considerations for safe geothermal well control operations based on API standards and identified gaps therein, and may include recommendations for geothermal well design, construction, and operation. Though not exclusive, this document will focus on geothermal-specific considerations for wells where: 
· Static temperatures exceed 150°C
· Two phase (steam–water) flow is possible
· Flashing of liquid to steam may occur in the wellbore
· High enthalpy fluids or corrosive brines are present

The designation of the document will be determined as the content develops and will be contingent on whether it contains normative language (recommendations and requirements) or whether it remains purely informational. The document may use existing API content as the foundation. 




3. Is this standard on the work program of another standards development organization (SDO)?
	Yes
	
	
	No
	x



If yes, specify SDO and standard designation/project title/contact
	



If yes, is the work being coordinated with the appropriate group? Are there special circumstances that would justify independent API initiation of the proposed action?
	



4. Are a volunteer chair and group of experts available to perform the proposed action?
Please include names and company affiliation and indicate chair, if available.
	API staff will use the CLCS geothermal roster as the basis for creating a geothermal task group to formally manage the project. API requests this task group to be open to non-members and will undertake a call for participation as it launches the group in the third quarter of 2026. API staff will select a chair that is a directly involved geothermal stakeholder to support the management of the task group. 



5. Is there a need to commit resources to supplement the development of the draft?  Would a paid content specialist accelerate progress on the development/revision? Is there a readily available content specialist?
	



6. Are there special format requirements for final document, i.e. knowledge of ISO template required), significant graphics, photos or equations) required that would need extraordinary resources?
	Yes
	
	
	No
	x



If Yes, please provide details: 
	



7. Please provide any other information that is pertinent to the proposed action.
	If this document requires the formal consensus process, a new voting group comprising materially interested geothermal parties will be developed to comply with API Procedures for Standards Development. 



8. What are the implications of not initiating the proposed action?  Include potential safety, reliability, environmental and financial impacts that may arise. 
	API has the standardization leadership and existing content for knowledge transfer and effective standards development to support safety with geothermal well operations. 



9. Is there research proposed to accomplish the proposed action?
	Yes
	
	
	No
	x

	If yes, complete Part B of this form.



II. Project Timing
	Proposed start date:
	Q3 2026
	Proposed date draft will be ready for letter ballot:
	Q3 2027

	TG/WG: (estimated number of volunteers needed)
	10-20
	Content Management: 
($ amount "if needed" or volunteer)
	



 PART B – Research Plan
I. Background and Information
1. Proposed Research Title:
	



2. Proposed Project Scope:
	



3. Research Amount:
	$
	



4. What is the business need for the proposed research?
	



5. Is the proposed research edition-specific for a single standard or will it result in technology enhancement for multiple standards?
	Yes
	
	
	No
	

	If multiple standards, please cite the standards effected:
	



6. Research Timing:
	
	Research is necessary prior to scheduled revision.
	
	
	Research can be done concurrent with revision.



7. How does the research support the proposed action identified in Part A?
	



8. Is a joint industry project (JIP) a possibility?
	Yes
	
	
	No
	

	If Yes, with whom?
	



9. Are there opportunities for leveraged research with other organizations?
	Yes
	
	
	No
	

	What organizations?
	



10. What are the implications of not performing the proposed research?
	



II. Dates and Funding:
	Estimated Completion Date
	Prior Research Funding Requested
	Anticipated Future Research Funding Needs

	
	$
	
	Year 2: $
	
	Year 3: $
	
	Year 4: $
	



 PART C – Proposal Feedback/Approval Information				For API Use ONLY
	SC comments to Proposer/WG:
	

	Date approved by subcommittee:
	

	CLCS Comments:
	

	Date approved by CLCS:
	

	Date entered into API Publications DB:
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